
Issue Paper No. 7 – Infrastructure and Roads  

 
 

Infrastructure and Roads in the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied)  
 

 

The Infrastructure Strategy of the existing CDP 2012- 2018 (as varied) aims to achieve 

quality International, National and Regional links to sea, air and rail from Donegal to 

other Gateways, locations and markets; to provide for high quality connectivity 

within the County in line with the Core Strategy; and to deliver optimum accessibility 

and ease of movement to provide for the economic, social and environmental 

development of the County into the future. The Strategy lists a number of new road 

proposals which aim to be delivered. It also identifies the hierarchy of roads around 

the County and seeks to enhance access to key infrastructure such as the airport, 

ports and the Gateway corridor.  The Plan seeks to safeguard the role and function 

of these roads, enhance road safety and safeguard the carrying capacity of these 

roads. 
 

Policies will be introduced to safeguard 

vulnerable areas from flooding, to enhance 

telecommunications and broadband coverage 

throughout the County and to support the 

appropriate development of water and 

wastewater infrastructure. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The National & Regional Context 
 

 

Since the preparation and making of the existing Development Plan, there have 

been a number of relevant national publications and guidelines which need to be 

considered such as; Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets, Grid 25, 

Development Plan Guidelines, National Broadband Plan, Irish Water Capital Plan 

and therefore the review of the Plan will be required to ensure consistency with the 

content of those publications and guidelines.  

 

‘Spatial Planning and National Roads: Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DECLG 

2012) has set out planning policy considerations relating to development affecting 

national primary and secondary roads, including motorways and associated 

junctions, outside the 50-60 kph speed limit zones for cities, towns and villages. 

 



The ‘Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets’ (DTTS & DECLG) seeks to address 

street design in an integrated design approach for all urban areas. Therefore design 

must be influenced by the type of place in which the street is located, and balance 

the needs of all users. Well designed streets can create connected physical, social 

and transport networks that promote real alternatives to car journeys, namely 

walking, cycling or public transport. 

 

The Government's National Broadband Plan (2012) seeks to enhance national 

broadband coverage ensuring that all citizens and businesses have access to high 

speed broadband, wherever they live or work. This will be delivered through a 

combination of commercial and State led investment. Nationally, policies and 

regulatory measures have been introduced to accelerate commercial investments 

in high speed broadband. However, commercial operators have clarified that there 

are parts of the country they cannot address commercially.  

Enhanced infrastructure into the County is necessary to ensure that Donegal remains 

competitive in terms of its economic potential.  Clearly Donegal has many 

locational advantages for tourism, renewable and non energy and fishing however 

there is a need to enhance roads, water and wastewater infrastructure, the 

electricity grid and broadband connectivity to provide conditions that will attract 

inward investment. 

 

The Guidelines also emphasise that infrastructure should be plan- led and that 

infrastructural development will not be forthcoming in the event of excessive and 

unnecessary land zoning in development plans. 

 

 Zoning should support the achievement of sustainable travel patterns, 

reducing reliance on private car usage and promoting public transport, as 

well as cycling and walking.  

 

 Zoning objectives and other measures, such as the application of maximum 

parking standards, would also support sustainable modes of transport. 

 

 Plans should support the timely commissioning of energy grids and 

communications (including mobile telephony) infrastructure. The 

development plan should identify and protect key corridors for infrastructure 

provision such as electricity lines, gas pipelines or communications ducting. 

 

 Encouraging efficiency in the use of energy, transport and natural resources 

through the careful location of residential, commercial and industrial 

development and by controls on the shape, structure and size of settlements 

 

 The reservation of corridors for transport infrastructure such as roads and 

public transport is vital to facilitating the provision of such infrastructure in a 

timely and cost-effective manner. In addition, consideration of land uses 

along major transport corridors must take account of the need to preserve 

their capacity to cope with increasing demands for safe and effective 

transport. 

 



 

What are the types of issues that need consideration?  
 

 

Have Your Say:  The questions below are examples of the types of considerations 

that will be made in reviewing the Infrastructure Strategy elements of the Plan and 

may be of use to help you in your thinking around Infrastructure: 

 

 Can the Development Plan ensure that development is coordinated so that 

landuse and transportation matters facilitate sustainable development?  

 How can the towns, villages and rural areas be made more accessible? 

 Should policy standards for new developments reflect the need to reduce car 

dependency? Also, can they be applied without compromising the highest 

quality of urban design, particularly in our heritage towns? 

 How can we develop successful streets that easily facilitate vehicles, cyclists and 

pedestrians in our towns and villages? 

 How do we achieve greater linkages and connections between existing and 

proposed residential areas in our towns and villages and out into the countryside? 

 How can road safety be improved on our strategic roads and in our towns? 

 Is mobile phone and broadband provision adequate in terms of coverage and 

quality in the County? 

 Where and how should telecommunications masts be permitted? – Are all new 

locations necessary? Or is co-location possible?  

 
 

How can you take part in the consultation at this stage? 
 

 

To inform the preparation of the draft County Donegal Development Plan 2018- 

2024, the Council is carrying out a consultation exercise. You can make a submission 

or observation regarding the preparation of the draft Plan in either of the ways set 

out below to be received no later than 5.00pm on Tuesday 9th August 2016. 

Submissions or observations can be made either: 

 By email to donegalcdp@donegalcoco.ie or,  

 By post to: The Central Planning Unit, Donegal County Council, County 

House, Lifford.  

 

There will also be a series of consultation events that will be held at a number of 

venues throughout the County and during which members of staff will be available 

to discuss and explain what the Plan is about. These will be advertised in local press 

and at www.donegalcoco.ie 
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